
 
 

 

TAOS TRAILS 

Project Goal 
 
To create a network of trails that will connect exist-
ing parks, schools, town plaza, community center, 
and other points of interest in the Town of Taos to a 
more extensive network of wilderness trails that 
currently exist outside the Town. 
 
Background 
 
Taos is located in north central New Mexico at the 
base of the Sangre de Cristo Mountains and Carson 
National Forest. Taos County is primarily rural, out 
of a population of 25,000, only 5000 live in the 
Town. The majority of citizens consider themselves 
Hispanic, with a Native American population 
mainly from Taos Pueblo.  Public lands make up 
approximately 62% of Taos County, and recrea-
tional trails surround Taos, but no connecting trails 
currently exist within the Town. The trails envi-
sioned would create a network of trails with the 
town to eventually link to a more extensive trail 
network on the outskirts of town that extend over 
the Sangre de Cristo Mountains to Angel Fire and 
the Moreno Valley. The anticipated result will be a 
healthier, environmentally friendly town that will 
provide recreational, educational and transportation 
opportunities through new trails for the residents 
and visitors to the Town of Taos.  The multi-use 
trails are envisioned to allow access to people want-
ing to walk, run, bike, and horseback ride. 
 
National Park Service Role 
 
Helping the Town of Taos to build community con-
sensus and support for a trail system through vi-
sioning and feedback sessions that will promote 
awareness, ownership, and participation in the 
overall project.   
 
 
 
 

Fred Baca Park - First Phase of 
Trail 

continued

Specific NPS activities proposed: 
 

• Build a diverse partnership to develop and im-
plement, comprehensive trail plan for the Town 
if Town. 

• Help partnership develop group vision, mission, 
goals and action plan. 

• Organize two large public event with the goal of 
seeking broader community input and support. 

• Help produce a marketing trail visioning docu-
ment that will help the Town promote current 
and future planned development. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Project Results to Date 
 

• Organized a diverse partnership task force inter-
ested in the project, partners includes town offi-
cials appointed by the Mayor, community resi-
dents, business representatives, local non 
profits, Rocky Mountain Youth Corps, and a 
local land trust group. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TAOS TRAILS 

• Rocky Mountain Youth Corp began trail 
work within Fred Baca Park that is envi-
sioned to be part of the overall trail net-
work. (See picture.) 

 
Project Partners 
 

• Taos Hiking Club 

• Bureau of Land Management 

• Rocky Mountain Youth Corps 

• Native Sons Adventures (local business) 

• Town of Taos 

• Taos Pueblo 

 
Contact 
 
Ignacio Peralta, Field Program Director 
Rocky Mountain Youth Corps 
PO Box 1960 
Ranchos de Taos, NM 87557 
Ph: 505-751-1420 
 
Paul Cusumano 
National Park Service Rivers and Trails Program 
PO Box 728  
Santa Fe, NM 87505 
Ph: 505-988-6093 
 

 


